Jamestown v. Plymouth 
Traveling aboard the ships Susan Constant, Godspeed and Discovery, 104 men landed in Virginia in 1607 at a place they named Jamestown. This was the first permanent English settlement in the New World.
Thirteen years later, 102 settlers aboard the Mayflower landed in Massachusetts at a place they named Plymouth. With these two colonies, English settlement in North America was born.
LOCATION OF THE SETTLEMENTS
Jamestown offered harbor for ships and a good defensive position to protect from Native and other attacks. Warm climate and fertile soil allowed large plantations to prosper.
Plymouth provided an excellent harbor. Cold climate and thin, rocky soil limited farm size. New Englanders turned to lumbering, shipbuilding, fishing and trade.
REASONS FOR THE COLONIES
Economic motives (money) inspired colonization in Jamestown. The Virginia Company of London, organized in 1606, sponsored the Virginia Colony. Organizers of the company wanted to expand English trade and obtain a wider market for English manufactured goods. They naturally hoped to profit from the abundance and natural resources and ability to sell their English goods. .
Freedom from religious persecution motivated the Pilgrims to leave England and settle in Holland, where there was more religious freedom. However, after a number of years the Pilgrims wanted to leave Holland because they felt that their children were losing their English heritage. News of the English Colony in Virginia motivated them to leave Holland and settle in the New World.
EARLY SETBACKS
Inexperience, unwillingness to work, and the lack of wilderness survival skills led to bickering, disagreements, and inaction at Jamestown. Poor Indian relations, disease, and the initial absence of the family unit compounded the problems.
Cooperation and hard work were part of the Pilgrim's lifestyle. Nevertheless, they too were plagued with hunger, disease, and environmental hazards.
RELIGIOUS DIFFERENCES
The settlers at Jamestown were members of the Anglican faith, the official Church of England.
The Pilgrims were dissenters from the Church of England and established the Puritan or Congregational Church.
GOVERNMENT
In 1619, the first representative legislative in the New World met at the Jamestown church. It was called the Virginia House of Burgesses. It was here that our American tradition of representative government was born. Jamestown colonists elected representatives to make laws and the elected representative shared ruling power with the Virginia governor. 
Since New England was landed far away from Virginia because of a bad storm they did not have to follow the rules of Virginia's government. Instead the Pilgrims established a self-governing agreement of their own, the "Mayflower Compact." 
[bookmark: _GoBack]NATIVE AMERICANS
The Virginia colonists settled in the territory of a strong Indian empire or chiefdom. English relations with the Powhatan Indians were unstable from the beginning. Vast differences in culture and the English desire for dominance were obstacles too great to overcome. After the Indian uprising in 1622, the colonists gave up attempts to christianize and live peacefully with the Powhatans.
Prior to the Pilgrims' arrival, an epidemic wiped out the majority of the New England Indians. Several survivors befriended and assisted the colonists. Good relations ended in 1636 when the Massachusetts Bay Puritans declared war on the Pequot Tribe and Plymouth was dragged into the conflict. However, the Pilgrims Native allies fought with the colonists against the Pequot tribe and won. 












Name: ___________________________________
Jamestown v. Plymouth Questions 
1. How did the Jamestown and Plymouth colonists differ in the reasons for coming to the New World? 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Why do you think tobacco was successful in Jamestown?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Why did the economy of Plymouth differ from Jamestown? 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. What was the government of Jamestown like?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. Why did the Plymouth colonists get to start their own government?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6. How did the Jamestown and Plymouth colonists relationship with Native Americans differ? 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Pretend you are a colonists from either Jamestown or Plymouth. Write a letter to a family member back home in England explaining all of the following things.
· Why you left
· What you do to make a living and provide for yourself
· The problems colonists have
· What your government is like
· How you get along with Native Americans 
· Include a P.S. with any other information you think they should know


Dear _____________________________,

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Sincerely ,

___________________________________________ 
(sign your name here)

P.S. 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
