
CSI: Otzi the Ice Man

On a recent vacation, a few friends of your friends decided to go mountain hiking.  They were hoping to see the remains of a glacier that has been melting during the past 70 years.  They dressed warmly, packed a backpack with snacks, and headed out for the summit.  

After hiking along the trail that many others had traveled that day, your friends decided to go another way, just for the sake of exploration.  As they walked along, they saw something sticking out the ice.  At first, they thought it was a doll that someone left behind, but it didn’t have any hair.   They walked closer and saw that it was not a doll at all, but a human body.  But instead of having waxy skin like most corpses, the body looked yellow and felt like leather, almost like a mummy.  It was pretty obvious that he froze to death, but how long was he there?  Did he recently lose his way?  One of them chose to take a closer look and saw a hole in the back of his head.  An eerie feeling settled over the group and suddenly everyone started to ask if he was murdered.  They then tried to dig him out from the ice with their ski poles.  

One of your friends even found a large stick in the ice and began to dig with it until he discovered a metal axe in the ice.  They also find what looked like a tiny dagger made from flint and wooden handle and a few other items.  They took some pictures with their digital camera for later reference.  Just in time too! Before too long, the authorities came to take the body and artifacts away for inspection. Your friends are dying to know though-who is this guy and when/why/how did he die? 

Since you’re a new archaeologist, your friends sent you the pictures they took and their five different theories of what they think Otzi (the name they had given him) died.  Which of your friends is right?  

Your mission is to work with your fellow archaeologists and use the scientific report, video, the pictures of Otzi and the artifacts found to determine what happened to the Iceman. Good luck! (
Step 1: Video Notes: 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Scientific Report:

Investigators determined that the man had died at 45 yrs. of age, had numerous tattoos, and was relatively well dressed for this cold environment.  And, indeed, he may have died after a violent clash.  
According to tests, his man was determined to have lived over 5,000 years ago.  He is one of the oldest and best-preserved natural mummies ever found.  He was so well protected by the cold that researchers can determine how he lived, if he was sick, and what he ate for his last meal. 

We know that he was not in good health when he headed up into the mountains. The one surviving fingernail recovered from his remains suggests that he suffered three episodes of disease during the last six months of life. Doctors inspecting the contents of his intestines have found eggs of the whipworm parasite, so he may well have suffered from stomach disease. But he was not too sick to eat. A day or two before his death, the Iceman had eaten a piece of wild goat and some plant food. The same analysis revealed that his very last meal was red deer and some cereals. Scientists also determined he had residue of wheat on his clothing so he had recently traveled through a town that grew crops. 

This “iceman,” who researched named Otzi, lived and died before recorded human history.  But his story will help us to know more about our ancestors who lived during the Stone Age.  

Step 2: Record at least 4 new pieces of information (evidence) from the Scientific Report
1.__________________________________________________________________________________2._________________________________________________________________________________3.__________________________________________________________________________________4._________________________________________________________________________________5._________________________________________________________________________________
Step 3: Use the Chart below and sketch images of the Iceman’s artifacts and include a brief description of the artifact, in your own words In column two, list two things this item could tell you about the Iceman. 
	SKETCH AND DESCRIPTION
	INTERPRETATIONS 

	Figure 1  Iceman’s Shoes and Hat
Figure 2:  Iceman’s Pouch (with firestarter and other tools)
Figure 3: Iceman’s Ax

Figure 4:  Iceman’s Knife
Figure 5:  Iceman’s Bow and Arrow 

	


Investigation Team Theory:

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Does everyone in your group agree? 
Yes

No 

Step 4: It is now time to put together the pieces and tell the story of the Iceman.  Who was he?  What was his environment like? How did he live?  Why was he on the mountain? How did he die?  Include SPECIFIC EVIDENCE to support WHY you make these assumptions!  
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Group Members: ___________________________________________________________________________





Group Members: ___________________________________________________________________________











